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If spiritual renewal is to take place, Method-

ists need co recover che cadiant New Testament
faith and experience thar [ESUS CHRIST IS
L

st

Illustrations of the loss of chis radiancy are

found in the five M's of Methodiem:

ic.. In most churches where 1 preach
only about half of the people sing the hymns,
and then with lackluster apathy. Often

i less animation in their f
«wﬂ :&«&a\ﬂ Lord.
there is the same” faces w
-”I

CA-R-Y, that spells Rotdry.
Ministry. For 50 years Methodism has not

been replacing the ministerial members of ber
annual conferences who retire, die, ecc., with
theologically trained mea. Yet, other professions
are providing better trained men_cach_geneea-

oo,
¥ Membership. Our growth in membership

L AR e P

bas s tapered off chat we are now not even

Keeping up with che growth of population.
We are losing ground as compared with cthe
churches as a whole.

. We have one third fewer mis-

=

_mof:nmw. (800 in number) today than we had

i,

40, years ago.

Mongy. We are_forty-ficse or forty-second
in_per capita giving among the 49 larges de
nominations. Reasons can be given, explana-
tions can be made, excuses can be offered, fig-

ures can be quoted in an attempr to save our
face. But the faces are, we have lost our drive
and our sense of mission. Methodism, indeed
Chtistianity, is sick. The firse step toward re-
COVery is to recognize that one is sick,

We need spiritual renewal. The Mechodise
Church’s 1960-64 guadrennial emphases begin
and end in the conviction thac Mechodism needs
to recover the radiant New Testamenc faith
and experience that JESUS CHRIST IS LORD.

What is the road we must cravel to renewal,
to recover the lost radiance?

It requires g. for earn-
~es¢ study, using all the available tools of Biblical

criticism until we recover the Kerygma—ithe
essence of the gospel—the experience of Jesus
Chrisc as Lord.

The New Testament proclaims that JESUS
CHRIST IS LORD. Jesus Cheist is Lord of
_ heaven and earch, Lord of the wind and waves,
Lord of Christians and Communists, Lord of
indusery and research laboracory, Lord of depth
psychology.

We do not make him Lord. We only recog-
nize him a5 Lord. He is Lard whether we ac-
cept him as such or not. We fail to do w0 o
our own destruction,

Znn».n_xaumnoanoquc.&amrnnnk.

J quires a ri 1 7 ! fon. We
must recover the urgent sense of mission 10 take
the world for Christ—science, industry, educa-
tion, the home as well as Africa and Asia,

| (%) habits. We administrators 3

i Ca—

|

(xhac we receive the gife of the Holy Spirit.

The road to discovery of radiance requires

A majority of STiAn5 WOuk know
what that phrase means. They bave scarcely

heard chac there is a Holy Spige. The Holy
Spisic gave us che New Testament chrough
inspiring the minds, the memories of the dis.
ciples and leading them into an experience of
the Risen Christ, The radiance came, and comes,
with the receiving of the Holy Spirit.

The road co the recovery of radiance i
10 becote 2 parc of the new community, the
colony of heaven, the Koinomiaz which the
Holy Spirit creates among those who ackaawl-
edge and experience JESUS CHRIST AS LORD,

The road to recovery of radiance requires
us vo enter into the %—.—.wlx f  holy
pastors desper-

ately need this, Our very manner of fife, our
uproovedness, aur travel and ivregular schedule

tempt us to pustpone, then neglect, and finally

@.w&ﬁiﬁm&ﬁ.e&%&
and prayer. No one expects a fooshall seam to
have power without training, pragtice, dis-

e e et e A7 A

cipline. Nor will radiance be won cheaply.

ﬁm.w_ The road to recovery of radiance requires
)

|

|

) wigness. Stephen Neil startled the delegates
at the World Council of Churches by a long
pause in a speech and chen asking, “How long
has it been since you spoke to an individual
about accepting Jesus Chrise as his' Lord and
“Saviour?” If we do ot share the experience,
we —bu. it, ;

;

]

The road to recovery of radiance requires’

moral and ethical integrity. We must do



















